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to get in." Carson, although he never hated the Nationalists
personally, did not court them, nor did he try to make
personal friends with them, charming and agreeable as
many of them were. The political difference between them
was too deep, and meant too much. Nevertheless, some of
them could not restrain themselves from paying a tribute to
him. He was walking slowly into the lobby when he saw
little Dr. Tanner, who was in a merry state, pirouetting
round him in a most curious way, as if he wished to say
something, and dared not. At last he said, " Mr. Carson, I
want to tell you I have the greatest admiration for you.
Tell you what, you ought to be elected leader of the Irish
race at home and abroad."
But Dr. Tanner did not have the same affection for other
Unionists. There was a certain Catholic Unionist named De
Lisle :   nothing   annoyed  the   Nationalists   more   than   a
Catholic Unionist. As De Lisle was leaving  the House,
Dr. Tanner flung himself in his way, and said, " De Lisle,
you're a bloody fool." De Lisle, who was a big man, took
him by the neck and flung him away.  " Go away, Dr.
I Tanner," he said, " you're drunk." Tanner was not short
of a repartee.   " Yes,"  he said,   " that's   true,  but, don't
- you see, I'll be sober to-morrow, but you'll still be a bloody
;fool."
William O'Brien, whom he had prosecuted and sent to
gaol, also came up to Carson, when he was beginning to
succeed at the English Bar. " I see you were in a big fat case,
sir," he said. " Nothing like getting hold of that Saxon
money." They could not forget he was an Irishman.
During the discussion of the Evicted Tenants Bill, Carson
and Dunbar Barton were walking together arm in arm
through one of the corridors of the House, discussing the
innumerable wrecking amendments which they had drafted
together over a week-end at Eastbourne. cc Carson and
Barton," said a Nationalist member, <c you may be the
biggest blackguards on earth : I don't say you're not :
but, begorra, I'd rather go to hell with you than to heaven
with T. W. Russell." (Russell was an English member
who took up the Irish question with intense interest. He
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